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people who have never been able to participate in an auction of 
this scale before." 

Online bidders will have the opportunity to increase their 

maximum bid anytime during the auction. Bidding against the three 

online bidders will be a number of On-Live bidders at Madison 

Square Garden. Linking them together will be a large screen displaying the 
eBay. . . 
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Publication Language: English 
Filing Language: English 
Fulltext Word Count: 3500 

Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 
Claims 

English Abstract 

...present invention, the integrated auction includes a live, in-person 
auction component (620) and an online bidding environment component. 
Bidding information associated with an item in the online bidding 
environment is updated to reflect a current bid associated with the item 
in the live . . . 

...person auction. During the live, in-person auction, a bid may be 
accepted from an online bidder in the online environment that 
reflects a maximum price the online bidder is willing to pay for 
the item. Subsequently, the system bids on behalf of the online bidder 
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against c:\^ or more live bidders that are par c icipa ting in the live, 
in-person eviction based upon the maximum price ( 640). 

Detailed Description 

the present invention, the integrated auction includes a live, 
in-person auction component and an online bidding environment 
component. Bidding information associated with an item in the online 
bidding environment is updated to reflect a current bid associated with 
the item in the live... 

. . .person auction. During the live, in-person auction, a bid may be 
accepted from an online bidder in the online environment that 
reflects a maximum price the online bidder is willing to pay for 
the item. Subsequently, the system bids on behalf of the online bidder 
against one or more live bidders that are participating in the live, 
in person auction based upon the maximum price . 

Other features of the present invention will be apparent from the 
accompanying drawings and f rom ... starting bid for a traditional, live 
auction may be established based upon bids received from online 
bidders . Subsequently, in a second stage of the integrated auction, 
e.g., the "live auction stage... 

...as Guernsey's, using the highest bid from the pre-auction bidding stage. 
During the live auction stage, bidding information is updated on the 
online auction site and online bidders may submit additional maximum 
proxy amounts. Finally, in an optional third stage of the integrated 
auction, e.g., the "proxy showdown stage," if an online bidder 's 
maximum proxy price is greater than the highest bid from the live 
auction stage, then the integrated auction returns to the live auction 
until the proxy price has been met. Advantageously, in this manner, 
the reach of traditional auctions may be expanded. . . 



associated with the item in a live, in-person auction; accepting a bid 
from an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the 

online bidder ' s maximum proxy price ; and bidding on behalf of 
the online bidder against one or more live bidders that are 
participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximum 

proxy price . 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said bidding one behalf of the online 
bidder . . . 

...with the item in the live portion of the auction, accepting a bid from 

an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the online 
bidder 's maximum proxy price , and bidding against one or more 
live bidders that are present at the live auction portion of the 
auction until the maximum proxy price has been met. 

5. A computer system comprising: 

a storage device having stored therein a... 
...in the online environment for a predetermined amount of time; feedback 
is provided to the online bidders ■ by updating bidding information 
associated with the item in the online environment to reflect a... 

...proxy bidding is accomplished by accepting a bid from one or more of the 
an online bidders reflecting the online bidders 1 maximum proxy 

price and bidding on behalf of the one or more online bidders 
against one or more live bidders participating in the live portion 
of the auction until each of the one or more online bidders ' maximum 
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proxy price has been met. 

6. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon data representing 
sequences of. . . 

...with the item in the live portion of the auction, accepting a bid from 

an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the online 
bidder ! s maximum proxy price , and bidding against one or more 
live bidders that are present at the live auction portion of the 
auction until the maximum proxy price has been met. 
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Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

WO 200034899 Al 20000615 WO 99US29312 A 19991208 200037 B 
AU 200020491 A 20000626 AU 200020491 A 19991208 200045 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 98111717 A 19981208 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

WO 200034899 Al E 20 G06F-017/30 

Designated States (National) : AE AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY 
CR CU CZ DE DK DM EE ES FI GB GD GE GH GM HR HU ID IL IN IS JP 
KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU LV MA MD MG MK MN MW MX NO NZ PL PT RO 
SG SI SK SL TJ TM TR TT TZ UA UG US UZ VN YU ZA ZW 
Designated States (Regional) : AT BE CH CY DE DK EA ES* FI FR GB 
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AU 200020491 A G06F-017/30 Based on patent WO 200034899 

Integrated auction processing for remote online bidders and live 

participants, involves updating bidding information associated with 
bidding item, and accepting bid from online bidder that reflects 

maximum ' price 

Abstract (Basic) : 

Bidding information associated with the item in online 
bidding environment is updated to reflect current bid. During the 

auction, a bid that reflects maximum price is accepted from an 
online bidder . The system then bids on behalf of the online 
bidder , against the live bidders . 
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Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa 1998 Home Run Balls To Be Auctioned Online and 
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On-Live 

DATE : January 4, 1999 09:00 EST WORD COUNT: 1,154 

. . . people who have never been able to participate in an auction of th 
scale before . " 

Online bidders will have the opportunity to increase their maximum 

bid anytime during the auction. Bidding against the three online 

bidders will be a number of On-Live bidders at Madison Square Garden 

Linking them together will be a large screen displaying the eBay. . . 
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